
Week 3 Day 2 - BIG CHURCH, SMALL CHURCH 

ACTS 2: 42-47 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 
by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being saved. 

Before we look at who makes up the family of God, let's look at two key aspects of church life. 

    

Read Acts 2:42 What did the Christians devote their time to? 

   

What do you think these 4 things mean? 

   

Read verse 43. How did the Holy Spirit work? 

   

Read verses 44-45. How close were the Christians? 

   

Read verse 46. Where did they meet? How many people could be there? 

   

Read verse 47. What happened because of this? 

 

ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL 

The early Christians met in the temple, eventually occupying the part called Solomon's porch (Acts 5:12). 

Within a few months there were tens of thousands (20,000?) believers in Jesus. In such a large group, 

the apostles taught the words of Jesus and great miracles happened thanks to God's power. Christians 

also met at home, in small groups, where they worshiped, ate together, remembered the Lord through 

the sacrament, prayed for one another, and instructed one another (Acts 2:42, 46). 



 

The big church and the small church are very important. The church loses balance when only one thing 

or the other happens. Our big Sunday meetings are typical. We are encouraged by the sheer size of the 

family, and we remember that we are part of something larger, both at home and throughout the earth. 

There is joy when we sing the praises of the Lord together in a large group. My favorite inscription in a 

large church in Mexico reads: "Please don't dance on the stairs." Those who are gifted preach the 

Scriptures and the message of Jesus. And then we understand the Bible better and can obey the Word. 

We give our tithes and offerings to accomplish what we cannot do alone. 

 

In a small church called a home group, you can meet on a more personal level. In small groups you get 

to know each other and pray regularly about the day-to-day issues of discipleship. They remember your 

birthday. There is worship and an opportunity for everyone to prophesy, encourage, and use their 

spiritual gifts. This is a good place to train "your wings". Home groups do not study the Scriptures so 

much as they try to apply them. How do I live these verses? We are accountable to each other: “How do 

you deal with these temptations? How's the family?" The intention of each group is to evangelize, bring 

new people to the Lord, and grow to such a size as to form a new group. Some groups form around 

common factors: neighbors, age, work schedule, or place in life. Find a place where you feel at home. 

 

IT IS NOT A TITLE AND BUILDING 

What about all these different churches and denominations? Isn't the church hopelessly divided? 

Shouldn't we be united? No. We must be united. To love each other. Different denominations are like 

houses on a block. Each house has its own rules. Is my family better than my neighbor's family? No. 

Should we try to live in the same house? Not necessarily. Different churches express different styles and 

achieve different goals. It would be boring if we were all the same. We are united by our love for Jesus. 

There is not a single perfect church. We love the whole church and value the gifts and history of each 

denomination. And if we speak well of each other and act together, “then everyone will know that you 

are my disciples” (John 13:35). 

We love our family Vineyard is our home. But one of our values is to honor the whole body of Christ. I 

hope you feel the same way. God has given our movement unique gifts that we all need. I have had the 

privilege of working with many denominations. Each has its own treasure. 


