
WEEK 3 DAY3 - WHO are the "FATHERS"? 

1 JOHN 2: 12-14 

12 I am writing to you, dear children, 
    because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 
13 I am writing to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you, young men, 
    because you have overcome the evil one. 

14 I write to you, dear children, 
    because you know the Father. 
I write to you, fathers, 
    because you know him who is from the beginning. 
I write to you, young men, 
    because you are strong, 
    and the word of God lives in you, 
    and you have overcome the evil one. 

 

According to Scripture, what are the three stages of maturity for those living in the Kingdom? 

 

Initial stage __________________ 

 

 

Middle stage ___________________ 

 

 

Last stage ___________________ 

 

 

Growing up takes time. It physically takes 20 years to reach adulthood. Spiritual growth also takes time. 

Spiritual growth does not happen to everyone at the same speed. Two people can be Christians for 

three years, but one of them may be more spiritually developed than the other. Moreover, there may be 

people in the Kingdom who grow unevenly - for example, someone who studies the Scriptures and 



never shares his faith, or is accurate in prophecy, but criticizes and is susceptible to changes in mood. It 

is impossible to say how mature a Christian is by physical age. Some children are very sensitive to the 

Lord and can pray effectively for others. Some Christians are old but still need to be “fed”. By observing 

the lifestyle and values of the people in your home group, you will understand how filled people are 

with God's presence. 

When the apostle John wrote his first letter, he did more than just write to babies, young men, and 

fathers. He wrote to Christians at different levels of maturity. The initial stage is childhood. The next 

stage is boys. And the last stage is the fathers. These are great people we watch and learn (of course, 

the term fathers and boys describes both men and women, mothers and girls). 

Read verse 13. What is the characteristic of a father? 

   

 

 

Read verse 13. What is the characteristic of children? 

   

 

 

Both children and fathers know the Father. There is something that is familiar to both of them. The child 

knows what the Father will provide. The child knows that the Father is love. However, the father knows 

God on a deeper level. God is not just someone who gives gifts, but someone who is worth admiring. 

Working next to the Father becomes the main joy. Spiritual fathers and mothers knew God's ways. One 

of the hallmarks of physical maturity is the ability to reproduce. Who in your home group is leading 

people to the Lord and helping to “raise them”? These are the mothers and fathers in the kingdom. 

   

Who brought you to Christ? 

 

 

How many "fathers" and "mothers" do you already know? 

 

 



Try to spend time with such people. The Spirit of the Lord moves in them and they have something to 

share. Make sure you make good use of their time, though. Most of them are busy. But they will make 

time for you if they see you are interested in growing. They are not perfect people, but very dedicated 

and loving the Lord. Seek humility, holiness, grace, joy, devotion to church leaders. The Apostle Paul 

says: “For although you have thousands of instructors in Christ, you don’t have many fathers; I have 

begotten you in Christ Jesus with the gospel. Therefore, I implore you: imitate me, as I imitate Christ. " 

(1 Cor. 4: 15-16) 

 

As a high school graduate, it was hard for me to even imagine that I would be married and have 

children. Twenty-five years later, my children have grown up and this is one of the most satisfying 

aspects of my life. Find fathers and mothers and raise them to become fathers and mothers one day. 


