
ADOPTION – DAY 2 - READ LUKE 15: 11-24 

11 To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger son told 
his father, ‘I want my share of your estate now before you die.’ So his father agreed to divide his wealth 
between his sons. 

13 “A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he 
wasted all his money in wild living. 14 About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the 
land, and he began to starve. 15 He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his 
fields to feed the pigs. 16 The young man became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs 
looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food 
enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have 
sinned against both heaven and you, 19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take 
me on as a hired servant.”’ 

20 “So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. 
Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 21 His son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your 
son.[a]’ 

22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a 
ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 23 And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate 
with a feast, 24 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now he is 
found.’ So the party began. 

**************************** 

Deep down, many people question their acceptance. Perhaps this applies to everyone. We have a fear 

that if people really knew us, they would leave. Because God knows everything about us, will He accept 

us? A young Christian visited an elderly man in a hospital to encourage him and keep him company. 

When the old man spoke about his fear of death and what awaits him in the future, the young man 

spoke about the new life in Christ: "God will accept you." 

 

“I hope so,” was all the old man could say. This man saw only his life without God and did not believe in 

God's power of forgiveness and acceptance. 

 

Jesus told the story of a runaway son to show us how deeply God's acceptance of those who turned 

from sin and returned to God the Father was. This is one of the finest stories in the Bible. In the culture 

of Jesus, the young man's actions were not only wasteful, but also offensive to the father. One Bible 

translator has traveled to many countries and cultures. He always asked people how they understood 

this story: "What would happen if the son asked for an inheritance from the Father?" 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A+11-24&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25578a


No matter what tribe he came to, people were always shocked and agitated "No son will ask for this!" 

 

 

"Why? What's so terrible about that? " 

 

 

People answered: "This means that the son wishes the death of his father." In Eastern culture, the son 

broke off relations with his father. 

 

 

Read Luke 15: 13-16 Did the son miss his father immediately? Why? 

   

   

When did he “sink to the bottom”? 

   

   

Read verses 17-19. What does the son now understand and see in himself? 

    

 

Read verses 20-24. List the father's actions. What is he doing for his son? 

   

   

Reflection: Why did the father see his son from afar? 

   

A son's awareness of his wrongness is called "repentance." Jesus said that in order to enter the 

Kingdom, each of us must repent - see ourselves in the light of God's holiness. Has this happened to 



you? Another key point that Jesus speaks of is faith. Trust God's grace to accept us. Do you believe that 

God accepts you as a father accepts the son in this story? 

 

God doesn't just put up with you, He rejoices in you. If you come to Him, He will not allow you to "sleep 

in the stable." He wants a fulfilling relationship with you as beloved children. He has been waiting the 

whole time for you to return. He opens heaven for you. He lifts your head and crowns you with value 

and dignity. He wants you to sit at His table as a member of the family. Unbelievable? God's grace is so 

deep that when something seems “too good to believe,” you know that you are in God's grace. Every 

person has things in the past that they are ashamed of - harm we have done to others, pride, 

selfishness, immorality, self-worship, work, ideals, or pleasure. God accepts you more than you accept 

yourself. This is the nature of God himself - God is love. And you are loved by Him. 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION: 

Sit in silence and replay the story in your mind. Imagine yourself as a lost son or daughter. When you 

think about returning to God, what words are you going to say to Him? Imagine that you are far from 

"God's house." You lift your head and see that the Father God is running to you. What does He do? 

What he says? What are you saying? Write down your thoughts. 


