
WEEK 3 DAY 6 - BAPTISM - CELEBRATION IN THE KINGDOM! 

ACTS 16: 13-15 

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find 

a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered 

there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a 

dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to 

respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were 

baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 

said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 

 

MATTHEW 3: 12-17 

12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 

wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried 

to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 

was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on 

him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased.” 

 

It was a lovely summer Sunday morning on the lake right in the center of town. People parked 

their cars and walked along the sandy beach, where a small group of people sang worship 

songs. Cyclists and athletes stopped to watch what was happening. Cars passing by slowed 

down because of their curiosity. There was a little scene explaining the Gospel and then, one by 

one, four people entered the water and were baptized. The man on the bike stopped and 

watched everything. Finally, he spoke about his questions of faith. And then we went back to 

the church building and had a festive dinner. A perfect day! 

 



We celebrate the most important events in our lives, such as births, birthdays and marriage, in 

a special way. Baptism is a celebration that declares that it is only by God's grace that you are 

saved and that you are radically born again in Christ. 

 

Read Acts 16: 13-15. A business lady Lydia heard about the message of Jesus and believed! 

Then she was baptized in water. As you read Acts, you see that people believed in Jesus and 

then were baptized. Inner faith was followed by outward expression. 

Have you ever seen a believer like Lydia baptized? How did this affect you? 

 

Read Matthew 3: 13-17. Despite the fact that Jesus always trusted His Father and had nothing 

to repent of, even His baptism was the beginning of something new. The reasons for our 

baptism are different from those of Jesus, but he set an example for us nonetheless. What is 

baptism and why are those who belong to Jesus baptized? Maybe the next three words will 

help you understand. 

 

Symbol of new life 

Baptism is like a little drama that says that you are born again. The biblical word "baptism" 

means "to be immersed." When John the Baptist met Jesus at the Jordan River, he 

"submerged" Him under water. When a believer goes under water and then ascends, it 

symbolizes the death of Jesus, burial and resurrection. It also means that you are dead to 

yourself and to your old ways. Your past and sins were buried and you were resurrected to a 

new life. And it also points to a future when you physically die, be buried, and rise again to 

eternal life with Christ. 

It's amazing how simple it is, and this humble act touches the hearts of those who watch 

baptism. It is difficult for an adult to be immersed in water; it takes humility. This action is 

stronger than a month of sermons. Invite friends and your family if you will be baptized because 

baptism speaks to people of grace. 

 

An Oath 

I have never baptized people who were convinced they were "ready." Often believers tell me, 

“I'm not sure if I can live up to the standards. What if I sin? " We all give up from time to time. 



Baptism is not when I say “now I will be perfect”, but instead “the love of God has found me! 

And I love Jesus! " This is freedom! It's about God, not you. Baptism invites you to publicly 

declare that He is your savior and that "your life has been changed because of Him." In the time 

of Jesus, people took an oath when they joined the Roman army. They had to swear allegiance 

to Caesar. He had to promise that he would carry out his orders, and would choose life or death 

on the orders of Caesar. You would not be allowed to be in the army if there were any doubts 

about your loyalty. In Latin, this oath was called a sacrament. It is for the same reason that 

baptism is called a sacrament in some churches. It is an oath of loyalty and obedience of the 

believer to His new King. 

A Marriage 

What is marriage? A man and a woman are in love and promise to live the rest of their lives 

only with this partner. If a couple has such a covenant, and they live together for many years, 

this is marriage. But something is missing until the wedding itself. A wedding is God's way of 

starting a family life. The wedding does not make the couple love each other even more - they 

have already decided that. But there is something important and powerful when a couple 

dresses in beautiful clothes, gathers their loved ones around. They stand in front of everyone, 

take vows and for that, all friends eat what they paid for. (It's good if there are also gifts!) A 

wedding is a public way to declare that "This couple is becoming one!" They only belong to each 

other. 

A Christian is someone who has repented of their sin, trusted Jesus, and received the grace of 

God. Nothing can be added or subtracted from this. But like a wedding, baptism is God's way of 

starting a new life. Baptism says: "This person identifies himself with Christ, belongs to Christ." 

Baptism does not save you. Jesus did it on the cross. Baptism declares and celebrates the fact 

that you are saved by God himself! Of course, you can be a believer and not be baptized, but 

why not? In the New Testament, baptism was the beginning! The New Testament did not know 

unbaptized believers. 

If you have not yet been baptized as a follower of Christ, I encourage you to do so. This will be a 

tremendous blessing to you, your Christian family, and those who know you. The most 

wonderful holidays we had were at baptisms. Discuss this with your mentor or pastor. Most 

churches have a course (ours is Passport) that leads to baptism. 

Is something stopping you from being baptised? 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

What questions do you have about baptism? 


